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Opposition Groups in Iran 

There are several groups inside Iran in open opposition to the Khomeini 
regime. Although all coope.rated in the anti-Shah movement and hoped to play 
influential roles in the revolutionary government, they have been excluded by 
the clerics and have turned against the regime. Recognizing that these groups 
pose a threat, Tehran has brutally suppressed them. I I 25X1 

Mujahedin-e Khalq. This Islamic-Marxist nationalist group assassinated 
several US advisors ,n Iran during the revolution. Led by exiled Masud 
Rajavi, it posed the most serious challenge to the Khomeini regime until it 
was suppressed in 1981. Rajavi fled to France in 1981 and the status of 
current Mujahedin leadership in Iran is unknown. The group had a committed 
cadre of around 10,000 educated urban youths at its peak in early 1981 and had 
penetrated the government and the Revolutionary Guard. It still claims to 
have several thousand cadre, although we suspect this figure is exaggerated. 

The Mujahedin-e Khalq has an active propaganda program outside Iran and 
has been i.nvol ved in the recent resurgence of scattered terrorist actions in 
Iran and abroad. The group maintains an uneasy alliance through the National 
Resistance Council with former President Bani-Sadr and the Kurdish Democratic 
Party. 

Paykar. This group is a leftist offshoot of the Mujahedin-e Khalq. It 
has always been small and its members are regular targets of regime 
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repression. �------� 25X1 

Tudeh Communist Party. The pro-Soviet Tudeh had about 5,000 members 
before ,ts leaders were arrested for treason and the party was repressed in 
1983. Tudeh had cooperated with the Khomeini regime, but it also had 
penetrated both the government and military. Some senior members associated 
with the military were executed following the crackdown in 1983. Civilian 
leaders have not yet been tried. An underground organization may still�--� 
function in Iran, but the new party leadership is in exile in Europe. 

Fedayen-e Khalq. This small radical leftist group carries out scattered 
terrorist activity ,n Iran and abroad. It split in 1979, one part merging 
with the Tudeh Party and the other remaining active in northwestern Iran along 
with dissident Kurds. It has been repressed by the Khomeini regime and its 
leadership is unknown. 

Kurdish Democratic Party. Abdol Rahman Qasemlu, its leader, claims that 
the party has 10,000 members, but it probably has far fewer than that under 
arms. Repeated regime offensives since 1979 have forced the Kurdish 
guerrillas into the mountains, where they continue hit-and-run operations. 
Iraq and European socialist groups provide some aid and the Party remains in 
an uneasy alliance with the Mujahedin-e Khalq. I 

Solidarity Committee of Iranian Workers. According to the Iranian exile 
press, this group emerged ,n late 1984 during a period of apparently 
coordinated strikes in major urban centers. The exile press claims the group 
is modeled on the Polish Solidarity Union. No details are available on its 
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Personalities in the Khomeini Regirn� 

Prominent Leaders Not Tied to Any Faction 

These individuals are sometimes referred to as the pragmatists because 
they align with various factions depending on the issue and their own 
political stakes. 

Ayatollah Montazeri, Khomeini's heir apparent, is a senior cleric in 
his 60s who has increasingly taken on duties delegated by Khomeini. 
Labelled a radical in the early years of the regime, he has more 
recently become a leading spokesman for more moderate policies. 

Majles Speaker Rafsanjani, a junior cleric in his 40s, is a skilled 
politician, second only to Khomeini in power. A firm believer in 
tight clerical control, he has been associated with both radicals and 
moderates. He is probably more willing than Montazeri or President 
Khameini to deal with the USSR. 

President Khamenei, a junior cleric in his 40s, is less politically 
adept than Rafsanjani, but is known as an excellent speaker. He also 
has been associated with both radicals and moderates. Khameini 
opposes Montazeri as Khomeini's sole heir. He probably will run for 
re-election this fall. 25X1 

Moderates 

We believe the following Iranian leaders are moderates who generally 
favor more normal ties with the West. 

Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani, a senior cleric in his 50s, has longstanding 
ties to Khomeini. He leads an important moderate clerical association 
based in Tehran and has strong links to the Revolutionary Guard. He 
may be a candidate in the presidential election this fall. 

-- Majles Deputy Speakers Yazdi and Rabani-Amlashi are mid-level clerics 
in their late 40s or early 50s. They have spoken out strongly against 
radical proposals for extensive clerical involvement in government, 
far-reaching economic and social changes, and an intransigent foreign 
policy. Instead, they favor a government focused on the Assembly and 
led by capable laymen under general clerical guidance. 

Foreign Minister Velayati, a Western trained physician in his 40s, is 
typical of the technocrats who are working to create a less radical 
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Islamic regime. He probably hopes to become Prime Minister. 

Conservative Clerics 

Grand Ayatollahs Marashi-Najafi, Golpayegani, Shariat-Madari, and 
Tabatabai-Qomi, top level clerics in their 80s and 90s, are 
theoretically Khomeini's spiritual peers. All have used their wide 
popular influence to encourage opposition to many of the regime's 
radical programs. Shariat-Madari and Qomi are under house arrest. 
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